CHAPTER XXXIV

SHIRTS FOR TIN ROLLERS

IN SUMMER the temperature in the tin mills
is very high. It is as hot as the Fourth of
July in Abyssinia. One day a philosophical
fellow was talking religion to me. He said,
"I don't believe in hell as a place where we
boil forever in a lake of brimstone. It can't
be as hot as that. My constitution never
could stand it" His constitution stood up
under the heat in the tin mill. So it is plain
that the tin-mill temperature was somewhat
less than the temperature of the Pit.

Outsiders began coming into the mills and
giving us workers a chill by telling us that
the heat was killing us. The men used to
cool themselves down with a glass of beer at
the close of the day. The social investigators
told us that alcohol taken into the system at
such a time would cause sunstroke. If beer
was fatal, most of us figured that we had
been dead for years and didn't know it The
195 I loved the fellows just the same, and
